Bug Report for VAB Beta Version Released By TI with C6711 DSK.





Intro: This is an excellent, and surely world changing program.


Even excellent programs can be improved, and since the program was


marked beta, I thought a few minor suggestions might be helpful.


A user is only a new user once and then they get used to things,


so first impressions are very valuable.


(I am a beta tester for major analytic simulation and chemistry codes,


including Hyperchem and ChemSoft Products.)





Suggestions:





MENU ORGANIZATION


A standard organization for menus allows for an insert paradigm.


Even when objects are featured on the toolbar,


the naive user may look on the menu.


INSERT -> TEXT


INSERT -> BLOCK...





TEXT


1) Text Box should use a standard T for text icon rather than a pencil,


Pencil in graphics programs implies drawing, not writing.





2) Often one cuts and pastes from another source into the Text Box.


This is not currently working when the text to be pasted contains newline characters.





3) It would be very desirable to insert hyperlinks into the text.





EDIT MENU


1) Edit Menu should support a Select All Feature so that modules


can be cut and paste between worksheets.





CONNECTIONS


1) It should be possible for the use to override the routing of connections between the blocks so that the can "beautify" the layout.





2) The Pattern, Color, and Fills of Connectors should indicate the type of data that is flowing.  This will help users understand the variable type that is bound to the connector.  Additionally, the exit and entrance points to blocks can use shape coding to imply the type of connector that will join two functions.  The user should be able to choose the attributes, especially the color to fit with local conventions.





3) The interation semantics for connecting two b





locks together is unreliable.  New users particularly (observed at TI 1 day class) had a hard time.  They expect to be able to click on SOURCE, and then click on DEST and have it work.  In practice it is quite a bit more difficult.  It would be desirable, if after the from block was clicked, that the connector was constantly redrawn to the current mouse location until the DEST block was selected.  This constant feedback lets them know that the SOURCE is selected and that a connection is imminent.  See the SmartDraw program for an excellent example of block connection interaction.





BLOCK DISPLAY


1) Resizing digitized images as the icons for the functional blocks is okay, but it is possible to do a better job constructing the icon so that the resulting circuits build from the blocks do not contain aliasing or jaggies.





2) the color choices made for the icons should be "art directed" to a better extent.  1 out of 10 adult males are colorblind, so sometimes, guarish color combinations are employed, such as bright red with bright blue.  This can be improved considerably by experienced technical artists.





SAVING WORKSHEETS


1) the no save on prototype option should be opened up to a limited save, so that simple systems can be shown as a demonstration to coworkers, supervisors and sponsors.  This would sell as many or more copies as a no save policy on demoware.














TI is promoting a new algorithm interface standard, the eXpressDSP(TM)Algorithm Standard (XDAIS), for use on TI DSPs. The purpose of the standard is to reduce those factors that prohibit an algorithm to be easily integrated into a system without significant reengineering by the system integrator. 


